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From 1 995-96 to 2007-08, the number 
of undergraduates in the United States 
grew from about 16.7 million to 21 mil- 
lion (Horn and Berktold 1 998; Wei et al. 
2009). In 2007-08, two-thirds of all un- 
dergraduates received some type of 
financial aid, including grants, loans, 
work-study, or some combination of 
these types of aid. These Web Tables 
provide information on undergraduate 
financing during the 1 995-96, 1 999- 
2000, 2003-04, and 2007-08 academic 
years. Estimates are presented for all 
undergraduates and for undergraduates 
who attended public 2- and 4-year, pri- 
vate nonprofit, and for-profit institu- 
tions by student and enrollment 
characteristics. The tables are grouped 
into three sections. 

Section 1 presents trends in the aver- 
age undergraduate price of attendance 
and tuition and fees, by selected stu- 
dent characteristics. 



• Table 1 .1 shows average price of 
attendance for all undergraduates 
and those attending full-time, full- 
year. 

• Table 1.2 displays average tuition 
and fees for all undergraduates 
and those attending full-time, full- 
year. 

Section 2 shows trends in undergra- 
duate financial aid. The tables display 
the percentages of undergraduates re- 
ceiving each of the major types of fi- 
nancial aid and the average amounts 
received, by selected student and insti- 
tutional characteristics. 

• Tables 2.1 A-D show the percen- 
tage of undergraduates who re- 
ceived any financial aid, any 
grants, any loans, and any work- 
study along with average aid 
amounts. 

• Tables 2.2 A-D display the percen- 
tage of undergraduates who re- 



ceived any federal financial aid, 
federal grants, federal loans, and 
federal campus-based aid along 
with the corresponding average 
federal aid amounts. 

• Table 2.3 displays the percentage 
of undergraduates who received 
any state financial aid along with 
the average amounts. 

• Table 2.4 shows the percentage of 
undergraduates who received in- 
stitutional aid along with the aver- 
age amounts. 

Section 3 presents the net price of col- 
lege by institution type, student's out- 
of-pocket price, expected family con- 
tribution (EFC), financial need, and re- 
maining financial need after all 
financial aid, by selected student and 
institutional characteristics. 

• Table 3.1 shows average net price 
(price of attendance minus all 
grants) for all undergraduates and 
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for those attending full-time for a 
full academic year. 

• Table 3.2 presents average out-of- 
pocket net price (price of atten- 
dance minus all financial aid) for 
all undergraduates and those at- 
tending full-time, full-year. 

• Table 3.3 displays the average fed- 
eral expected family contribution 
(EFC).The EFC is calculated during 
federal need analysis and is a 
measure of how much a family can 
be expected to contribute toward 
financing a student's postsecon- 
dary education, based upon their 
income, assets, and other related 
factors. 

• Table 3.4 displays the percentage 
of undergraduates who had finan- 
cial need, defined as the total price 
of attendance minus the EFC, 
along with average amounts for 
those with need. 

• Table 3.5 shows the percentage of 
undergraduates who had remain- 
ing financial need, after account- 
ing for all financial aid, and the 
average amount of such need. 
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Type of Institution (NCES 2005-1 63). 

2003-04 National Postsecondary Student 
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National Postsecondary Student Aid Study: 
Student Financial Aid Estimates for 
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DATA 

All data in these Web Tables are from 
the National Postsecondary Student 
Aid Study (NPSAS:96, NPSAS:2000, 
NPSAS:04, and NPSAS:08), a compre- 
hensive, nationally representative sur- 
vey of how students finance their 
postsecondary education conducted 
by the National Center for Education 



Statistics (NCES). NPSAS also includes a 
broad array of demographic and 
enrollment characteristics. 

NPSAS uses a two-stage sampling de- 
sign. Institutions are selected for inclu- 
sion in the first stage, and students are 
selected from these institutions during 
the second stage. The NPSAS:08 target 
population consisted of all eligible stu- 
dents enrolled at any time between Ju- 
ly 1 , 2007, and June 30, 2008 at Title IV 
eligible postsecondary institutions in 
the 50 states, the District of Columbia, 
and Puerto Rico. Target populations for 
earlier NPSAS administrations were de- 
fined in the same way. Approximately 
1 1 4,000 undergraduates were study 
respondents in NPSAS:08, 1 1 1,000 
were in NPSAS:04, 57,000 in 
NPSAS:2000, and 47,000 in NPSAS:96. 

The estimates in these tables reflect 
reweighted data for the NPSAS:96, 
NPSAS:2000, and NPSAS:04 surveys. 
The data for those years were re- 
weighted so that they could be com- 
pared with NPSAS:08 data. 1 

DATA ANALYSIS SYSTEM (DAS) 

These estimates were produced using 
the Data Analysis System (DAS), a web- 
based software application that 
enables users to generate tables for 
most of the postsecondary surveys 
conducted by NCES. The DAS produces 
the design-adjusted standard errors 
necessary for testing the statistical sig- 
nificance of differences between the 



estimates. The DAS also contains a de- 
tailed description of how each variable 
was created and includes the wording 
of questions for variables coming di- 
rectly from the interview. 

With the DAS, users can replicate or 
expand upon the tables presented 
here. The output from the DAS includes 
the parameter estimates (e.g., percen- 
tages or means), their standard errors, 2 
and weighted sample sizes. If the 
number of valid cases is too small (i.e., 
fewer than 30 cases) to produce a reli- 
able estimate, the DAS prints the mes- 
sage "low-N" instead of the estimate. 

In addition to generating tables, DAS 
users may conduct covariance analyses 
with either weighted least squares or 
logistic regression. Many options are 
available for output with the regression 
results. For example, a Winsor filter can 
be used to eliminate cases with ex- 
treme values by deleting some cases 
from the top and bottom of the range. 

The DAS can be accessed electronically 
at http://nces.ed.gov/DAS . If users are 
new to the DAS, the DAS User Help 
Center ( http://nces.ed.gov/dasol/help ) 
provides online tutorials offering step- 
by-step instructions on how to use all 



of its functions. For a description of all 
the options available, users should 
access the DAS at 
http://nces.ed.gov/dasolv2 . 

For more information, contact 

Aurora D'Amico 
Postsecondary Studies Division 
National Center for Education Statistics 
1 990 K Street NW 
Washington, DC 20006-5652 
(202) 502-7334 

aurora.damicotaed.gov 
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ENDNOTES 

1 NCES surveys use weights to inflate sample 
results to population totals. For NPSAS:08, 
NCES shifted its weighting procedure from 
gross commitments to net disbursements be- 
cause it concluded that net disbursements 
provide a more accurate measure of student 
loan amounts applied to the cost of atten- 
dance than do gross commitments. For 
NPSAS:96, NPSAS:2000, and NPSAS:04, the 
weights were based originally on Stafford loan 
gross commitments. These estimates were ad- 
justed in 2009 to sum to the total Stafford loan 
net disbursements, making them comparable 
to NPSAS:08. Data for the years published in 
these tables will differ from data in previous 
NCES publications on graduate borrowing of 
Stafford loans due to this reweighting. The 
1989-90 and 1992-93 NPSAS surveys did not 
use Stafford loan totals (either gross or net 
commitments) in their weighting procedures, 
and, therefore, the estimates did not need to 
be reweighted. 

2 NPSAS samples are not simple random sam- 
ples; therefore, simple random sample tech- 
niques for estimating sampling errors cannot 
be applied to these data. The DAS takes into 
account the complexity of the sampling pro- 
cedures and calculates standard errors appro- 
priate for such samples using a bootstrap 
technique. This technique approximates the 
estimator by replications of the sampled 
population. 






Organization and Contents of Tables 



SECTION 1 : PRICE AND TUITION 


Price of attendance 


Table 1.1 




Tuition and fees 


Table 1.2 






SECTION 2: FINANCIAL AID 


Financial aid from all sources 


Tables 2.1A-2.1D 




Financial aid from all sources 


Table 2.1 A 




Grants from all sources 


Table 2.1 B 




Loans from all sources 


Table 2.1 C 




Work-study from all sources 


Table 2.1 D 




Federal financial aid 


Tables 2.2A-2.2D 




Federal financial aid 


Table 2.2A 




Federal grants 


Table 2.2B 




Federal loans 


Table 2.2C 




Federal campus-based aid 


Table 2.2D 




State financial aid 


Table 2.3 




Institutional financial aid 


Table 2.4 






SECTION 3: NET PRICE, EFC, AND FINANCIAL NEED 


Net price 1 


Table 3.1 




Out-of-pocket net price 2 


Table 3.2 




Expected family contribution 


Table 3.3 




Financial need 3 


Table 3.4 




Remaining financial need 4 


Table 3.5 




1 Net price is total price of attendance minus all grants. 

2 Out-of-pocket net price is total price of attendance minus all financial aid. 

3 Financial need is total price of attendance minus the expected family contribution (EFC). 

1 Remaining financial need is total price of attendance minus the EFC minus all financial aid. 
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Table 1 .1 . Average price of attendance for all undergraduate students, by selected institutional 
and student characteristics: 1995-96, 1999-2000, 2003-04, and 2007-08 



All undergraduates Full-time, full-year 



Characteristic 


1995-96 


1999-2000 


2003-04 


2007-08 


1995-96 


1999-2000 


2003-04 


2007-08 


Total 


$7,500 


$9,200 


$11,100 


$14,000 


$12,400 


$14,600 


$17,100 


$22,400 


Type of institution 1 


Public 2-year 


3,800 


4,900 


6,100 


7,000 


7,100 


9,000 


10,400 


12,600 


Public 4-year 


8,700 


10,100 


12,200 


15,200 


10,800 


12,500 


15,100 


18,900 


Private nonprofit 4-year 


15,100 


18,600 


22,000 


28,200 


19,700 


23,600 


28,200 


35,500 


For-profit 2 


10,400 


14,200 


14,400 


20,600 


14,300 


18,100 


20,200 


28,600 


Sex 


Male 


7,600 


9,200 


1 1 ,400 


14,000 


12,200 


14,700 


17,200 


22,400 


Female 


7,400 


9,200 


10,900 


14,000 


12,500 


14,600 


16,900 


22,300 


Race/ethnicity 3 


White 


7,500 


9,400 


11,500 


14,400 


12,500 


15,100 


17,300 


22,700 


Black 


7,000 


8,500 


10,300 


13,200 


1 1 ,700 


13,400 


16,400 


22,000 


FHispanic 


6,700 


8,100 


9,800 


12,400 


10,500 


12,400 


15,600 


20,000 


Asian/Pacific Islander 


9,500 


10,000 


12,100 


14,900 


14,800 


15,500 


18,500 


23,700 


American Indian 


6,800 


7,600 


8,800 


12,100 


11,500 


13,600 


14,600 


19,100 


Other or Two or more races 


10,800 


10,000 


11,400 


14,800 


13,700 


15,200 


17,100 


22,800 


Age 


18 or younger 


10,000 


11,300 


13,700 


17,100 


12,500 


14,800 


17,300 


21,700 


19-23 


9,100 


11,100 


13,000 


16,100 


12,600 


15,000 


17,500 


22,500 


24-29 


6,100 


7,700 


9,200 


11,600 


11,900 


13,400 


15,900 


21,900 


30-39 


5,100 


6,500 


8,200 


11,000 


11,600 


13,100 


15,500 


23,500 


40 or older 


4,200 


5,200 


7,200 


9,300 


11,100 


12,800 


15,300 


23,000 


Dependency/marital status 4 


Dependent 


9,500 


1 1 ,500 


13,700 


16,700 


12,600 


15,100 


17,600 


22,400 


Independent 


5,500 


6,900 


8,500 


1 1 ,000 


1 1 ,600 


13,300 


15,600 


22,200 


Unmarried with no dependents 


5,900 


7,300 


9,200 


11,100 


12,100 


13,700 


16,300 


21,700 


Married with no dependents 


4,900 


5,900 


7,800 


10,500 


11,200 


13,300 


15,800 


22,500 


Unmarried with dependents 


5,600 


7,600 


8,800 


11,700 


11,100 


13,100 


15,000 


22,100 


Married with dependents 


5,200 


6,500 


7,800 


10,400 


11,500 


13,100 


15,300 


23,000 



See notes at end of table. 







